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Celebrating  
65 years! 

  August 8, 2020 

 
The Federal Har-

bors and Water-

ways were con-

tacted, although 

interested and 

encouraged in 

the project, there 

were no financial 

aid options avail-

able.  At this 

time, Harbor Day 

was started to 

help finance the 

work.  Rotarians 

and Rotary Ann’s 

worked diligently 

for years to de-

velop the harbor 

and Harbor Days 

celebration .  

 

It all began in the 

50’s…The 

“Driving Force” 

were members of 

Elk Rapids Rotary 

Club.  

Joseph F Yuchasz, 

met with the US 

Army Corp of 

Engineers. After 

that, Joe and Gor-

don Converse 

broke ground. 

In 1953, Rotary 

originated the Elk 

Rapids Water-

ways Committee 

for the purpose 

of developing a 

harbor.  

On September 

21, 1955, a Feder-

al Permit #55566 

was obtained 

from the U.S. 

Army Corps of 

Engineers. 

Early in 1956 the 

village construct-

ed a new road 

across the river 

to the island 

forming part of 

the inner basin, 

and the channel 

to the outer ba-

sin was started.  

  

 

In 1958, the Rota-

ry Harbor Com-

mission was offi-

cially adopted by 

the Elk Rapids 

Village Council.   

In 1961, Gover-

nor George Rom-

ney, speaking at 

the harbor dedi-

cation ceremo-

nies, commended 

the people of Elk 

Rapids for under-

taking and com-

pleting the har-

bor without any 

State help.  

 

 

The harbor was 

named  Edward C 

Grace Memorial 

Harbor in the 

70’s. 

The Yacht Club 

was formed in 

1988. 

Today, in 2020, 

the Harbor is 

a 213 slip marina  

with fuel dock, 

boat launch, pa-

vilion, picnic ar-

ea, bathhouse, 

day room, laun-

dry, etc. 
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